NEWSLETTER ..

April 2020

Lincoln County FSA Office

County Office Message

625 S Washington St., Ste A , , .
Afton, WY8I31g10 Greetings, Lincoln County Producers! We hope you are staying safe and healthy

during this time.

Phone: 307-886-9001 _ _ o

Fax: 855-415-3426 In light of the public health concern, we are continuing to serve our producers, albe-
it a little differently. Our office is no longer open to public visits. We will assist pro-

ducers via telephone or email.
County Executive Director: P

Dee Harbach

Sheep producers, please be aware that there is currently a $0.02/pound Loan Defi-
Farm Loan Manager: ciency Payment (LDP) for ungraded wool right now and if your micron range tests
2iter ~erall 29 or higher, there is a $0.22/pound payment. Please contact the office to sign the
page 1 of form CCC-633EZ prior to loss of beneficial interest in your wool. For most
of you, beneficial interest is lost at shearing. Once you have delivered your wool to
market or have a weight, we can complete your LDP application for payment, if
there is still a payment in effect.

Program Technicians:
Kresta Hedges

County Committee:
Kglly Johnson
Kim Clark Text WYLincoln to FSANOW (372669) to subscribe for text alerts from Lincoln

Deanna Clark _ )
County FSA for deadline reminders.
Next COC Meeting: TBD

USDA Service Centers Open for Business by Phone Appointment Only

U.S. Department of Agriculture Service Centers are encouraging visitors to take proactive protective measures to
help prevent the spread of coronavirus.

USDA Service Centers in Wyoming will continue to be open for business by phone appointment only and field work
will continue with appropriate social distancing. While our program delivery staff will continue to come into the office,
they will be working with our producers by phone, and using online tools whenever possible. All Service Center vis-
itors wishing to conduct business with the Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service,
or any other Service Center agency are required to call their Service Center to schedule a phone appoint-
ment. In the event a Service Center is closed, producers can receive assistance from the closest alternate Service
Center by phone.

Producers can find Service Center phone numbers at farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

FPAC agencies continue to look at the flexibilities to deliver programs on behalf of producers, just as they have in
past situations, such as natural disasters. Farmers and ranchers are resilient and FPAC agencies will continue to
deliver the farm safety net programs and resource conservation programs that keep American agriculture in busi-
ness today and long into the future.

Online services are available to customers with an eAuth account, which provides access to the farmers.gov portal
where producers can view USDA farm loan information and payments and view and track certain USDA program
applications and payments. Online NRCS services are available to customers through the Conservation Client Gate-
way. Customers can track payments, report completed practices, request conservation assistance, and electronical-
ly sign documents. Customers who do not already have an eAuth account can enroll at farmers.gov/sign-in.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact Dee Harbach at 307-886-9001,
extension 2, or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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FSA Can Help with On-Farm Propane Storage

Winter months in Wyoming can be long and cold. For several years, farmers have faced propane storage shortages. FSA’s
Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides funding for on-farm liquified petroleum tanks.

FSFL low-interest financing can be used to build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) struc-
: tures, equipment, storage and handling trucks. Liquified petroleum tanks are covered for eligible commodities for the use
: of fuel for grain dryer equipment.

: Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement. Loans exceeding $100,000 require additional
= security.

: Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are designed to assist a
: diverse range of farming operations, including conventional operations, small and mid-sized businesses, new farmers, oper-
: ations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and underserved producers.

= To learn more about FSFLs and how these loans can help with your on-site propane tank storage needs as well as other

= storage and handling equipment, contact your local FSA county office.
FSFL April Rates are:
0.750% for 3-5 year loans
1.000% for 7-10 year loans
1.125% for 12 year loans

Transitioning Expiring CRP Land to Beginning, Veteran or Underserved Farmers and Ranchers

CRP contract holders are encouraged to transition their Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres to beginning, veteran or
socially disadvantaged farmers or ranchers through the Transition Incentives Program (TIP). TIP provides annual rental pay-
ments to the landowner or operator for up to two additional years after the CRP contract expires, provided the transition is
not to a family member.

Enrollment in TIP is on a con-tinuous basis through 2023 or until the new statutory limit of $50 million under the 2018 Farm
Bill is reached.

CRP contract holders no longer need to be a retired or retiring owner or operator to transition their land. TIP participants
must agree to sell, have a contract to sell, or agree to lease long term (at least five years) land enrolled in an expiring CRP
contract to a beginning, veteran, or socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher who is not a family member.

Beginning, veteran or social disadvantaged farmers and ranchers and CRP participants may enroll in TIP beginning two
years before the expiration date of the CRP contract. For example, if a CRP contract is scheduled to expire on Sept. 30,
2022, the land may be offered for en-roliment in TIP from October 1, 2020, through September 30, 2022. The TIP applica-
tion must be submitted prior to completing the lease or sale of the affected lands.

New landowners or renters that return the land to production must use sustainable grazing or farming methods.

For more information on TIP, visit https://www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation.
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: Update Your Records

| FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address, phone number, email
| address, bank account, entity name, or entity members, they need to be reported to our office.

: Changes in your farm land also need to be current for accurate crop reporting and to remain eligible for many programs.

| If you have unreported updates, please contact our office at 307-886-9001 ext 2.

U |


https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2017/farm_storage_facility_loans_nov2017.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation

USDA Acreage Reporting Deadline for Perennial Forage Changes to July 15

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has established a new acreage reporting deadline for perennial forage for
2019 and subsequent years. Previously set in the fall, the new deadline is July 15 for all states, except for Ha-
waii and Puerto Rico.
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I Timely and accurate acreage reports for all crops and land uses, including prevented planting or failed acre-

I age, are the foundation for many FSA program benefits, including disaster programs for livestock owners. Pro-
: ducers must report their acreage to maintain program eligibility.
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Producers who have coverage for perennial forage under the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) must report their crop acreage by the earlier of any of the following:

the established acreage reporting date (July 15)
15 calendar days before the onset of harvest or grazing of the specific crop acreage being reported
the established normal harvest date for the end of the coverage period.

Livestock Lpsses

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock deaths in excess of normal
mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal government
or protected by federal law.

LIP compensates livestock owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to ad-
verse weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat or extreme cold.

For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that livestock deaths were directly related
to adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry and management.

For 2020 livestock losses, eligible livestock owners must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when the loss is first appar-
ent.

Participants must provide the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later than 60 calendar days
after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred.

Proof of death documentation
Copy of grower’s contracts
Proof of normal mortality documentation

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 2.0%
and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 4%. These established percentages reflect losses that are considered
expected or typical under “normal” conditions.

In addition to filing a notice of loss, producers must also submit an application for payment by March 1, 2021.

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov.
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USDA Farm Service Agency
Lincoln County Office

PO Box 369

Afton, WY 83110

Important FSA Dates and Deadlines

¢ May 15 - Conservation Reserve Program Grasslands signup deadline
o May 25 - Memorial Day Holiday, office closed
¢ July 15 - 2020 crop reporting deadline

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA,
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or

Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).




